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Alice Rekab
Family Lines
1 July - 25 September 2022

The Douglas Hyde is delighted to present Family Lines, the first major solo 
exhibition in an Irish institution by artist Alice Rekab. Alice explores personal and 
cultural narratives, emerging from their own mixed-race Irish and Sierra Leonean 
identity, and their experience of growing up in Dublin in the 1990s through to 
present day Ireland. Working across sculpture, print, film and installation, Alice 
reflects on belonging through representations of the body, the family, the country 
where they live now and the country their extended family are from. 

The exhibition echoes the domestic, through familiar 
looking objects such as table-like structures made 
from clay, depictions of the artist’s family and home, to 
primordial spaces outside their home in Sierra Leone, 
Ireland and somewhere in between.  

Nests of tables are located beside animal-like creatures 
that move through the space. Prehistoric in appearance, 
the sculptures evoke ideas of shared ancestry. Alice 
works with unfired clay, mixing red and grey, with each 
referencing skin and pigmentation: difference through 
what is visible but also not visible. Clay is also a material 
that Alice describes as “a container for memory…it 
connects the body to the earth and to time”. The concept 
of time recurs throughout the exhibition, with a series of 
large-scale wooden panel works which bring together 
images of family members, clusters of stars or the big 
bang (!), old furniture and family pets, to preparatory 
drawings for now completed sculptures. A series of three 
print collages which use the cloning tool in digital design 
present homages to the past and look to speculative 
futures. 

The exhibition brings together for the first time new 
and pre-existing works, some of which Alice produced 
following their first visit to Sierra Leone in 2009. Over the 
preceding years, through their practice of making and 
remaking, Alice works through a material exploration of 
oneself – how they have been perceived and how they 
perceive themselves. Objects – from salvaged furniture to 
their father’s metronome and mother’s painting – become 
imbued with meaning and memory and act as totems or 
tools to fill gaps in their identity.

Family Lines presents a material exploration of looking 
deeply into personal and broader historical narratives 
to find yourself in the culture you grew up in. It traces 
through fragments of identity, the body, legacies and 
histories - familial, geographical and political - and by 
distorting those narratives oscillates between factual 
and invented. Through a continued interpretation or 
translation, using wood and clay, referencing death to life, 
relationships of child to parent, Sierra Leone to Ireland, 
likeness, unlikeness, animal to person, black and white, 
the exhibition seeks to unpack the complexities of identity 
through multiple forms.  

This exhibition forms the culmination of the FAMILY LINES 
Project: an ambitious multi-platform project which ran from 
2019 – 2022. The project examined present day legacies of 
migration within Black and Mixed-Race culture in Ireland. 
For Alice the integrity of this work is developed through 
a combination of personal reflection and collaborative 
practice and has worked closely with Éireann and I, 
an archive of Black life for Black migrants in Ireland 
throughout. Over the course of 12 months, the project 
encompassed screenings, public billboards, workshops 
and brought together 10 artists of colour and giving a 
platform to artists from the African diaspora to present 
their work to audiences in Ireland.

The FAMILY LINES Project was commissioned by The 
Douglas Hyde and is supported by The Arts Council / An 
Chomhairle Ealaíon through a Project Award.
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Entrance

1. Migration Sings, 2020, Video. Commissioned by Temple 
Bar Gallery + Studios for Culture Night 2020, featuring 
song developed and performed with Khalilu Gibrill Daneil 
Conteh. Presented alongside michael’s baby feet (from 
memory), 2020, Terracotta clay.

2. More Than Two Parents, 2018, Buff and terracotta clay, 
plasticine, wicker chair and wooden drawer.

3. table snek/mantelpiece, 2018, Buff and terracotta clay, 
salvaged wooden cabinet and pink paint. Clay work, 
Collection of The Arts Council of Ireland.

Main Level 

4. nest of tables (Grey): snek/fet, 2022, Buff clay, wire 
armature.

5. All in time, 2021, Black clay and metronome. Work de-
velopment supported by Museum Villa Stuck and AIR-M 
Villa Waldberta.

6. Seen, 2019-2022, Buff and terracotta clay, salvaged 
wooden board and salvaged mirror. 

7. 4c to 3a hairs in our family, woven spells, washing out 
the bath after dad, 2019, Paint and oil pastel on salvaged 
wooden board.

8. Samir’s Prism, 2021, Print of digital drawing, collage and 
family photo, 106 cm x 149 cm.

9. Claddagh Crubeens on Commode, 2022, Buff clay, sal-
vaged table frame armature.

10. Our Common Ancestor: Five panels of enmeshed his-
torical narrative, 2022, Paint, oil pastel, salvaged wooden 
boards, clay and digital prints.

11. nest of tables (Red): together in difference, 2022, Porce-
lain, buff and terracotta clay and wire armature.

12. Louise Meade, Lament, 1986, Acrylic on paper. Collec-
tion of Louise Meade, the artist’s mother.

13. Me and My Mum’s Lament, 2021, Digital print, collage, draw-
ing on paper and dibond.

14. …I’m actually turning back towards the primordial soup, 
2022, buff clay, wire armature. Presented alongside (2/12) infant 
ancestors, 2022, Buff and terracotta clay.

15. Finds Mine, 2021, digital print, 88.5 cm x 86 cm.

16. Analogue Mining, 2020, digital print, buff and terracotta clay, 
plasticine and book.

Lower level

17. where do you come from?, 2022, Buff and terracotta clay and 
wire armature. Presented alongside (10/12) infant ancestors, 
2022, Buff and terracotta clay. 

18. a bowl for Isata’s dreams (water and libations), 2019, Buff 
and terracotta clay and wire armature.

19. Isata an Ee Cat, 2018, Print of digital drawing, collage and 
family photo, 107.5 cm x 151 cm. An edition of this work is in 
Collection of the Irish Museum of Modern Art, Purchased 2021.

20. Family Fragments, 2013, Terracotta clay.

21. Nyaguihun Gateway (clay swamp near Bo), 2022, Enlarged 
iPhone photo on vinyl, 335 cm x 406 cm.

22. Home is not always a safe place, 2019, Salvaged hoover, 
buff and terracotta clay, intermittent sound (activated on re-
quest).

23. Christmas On Cemetery Road/Hamilton 2021, 2022, Colour 
video and sound, 59 mins.

 24. What is a Nomoli? 2022 Archive Version, 2018-2022, Black 
and white video (12 mins), Sony cube monitor, stone figure, 
pottery tools, painted clay, tinted mirrors, black and white 
prints and enlarged iPhone photograph on vinyl (210 cm x 168 
cm). Work commissioned by Kingston University of London.

All works by Alice Rekab unless otherwise stated. 

Salvaged materials used in these works were generously donat-
ed to the artist by Temple Bar Gallery+Studios. Their re-use is 
part of the artist’s approach to making new things. 
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Artist Bio 
Over the last ten years Rekab’s practice has centred around collaboration and interdisciplinary work from which they 
produce film, performance, image and sculpture, creating new intersectional narratives and objects for exhibition. 
Forthcoming and recent Projects include Ricochet #14, Museum VILLA STUCK, Munich (2023); FAMILY LINES Project, 
The Douglas Hyde, Dublin (2021-22); Mountain Language, Galway Arts Centre , Galway, (2022) Concealed in the half-light, 
Catalyst Arts Centre, Belfast (2021), Truth, Flags, Identity, Temple Bar Gallery+Studios, Culture Night Dublin (2020), The 
Nomoli/Father talk, VERY Project Space, Berlin (2019) and The Open Object, Stanley Picker Gallery, London (2018). Rekab 
completed a PhD in Art at Kingston School of Art London in 2018 and an MA at Goldsmiths College London in 2010. Their 
work is in the collections of Trinity College Dublin, The Cathal Ryan Trust, The Irish Museum of Modern Art and The Arts 
Council of Ireland. Rekab is a recipient of the Visual Arts Project Award 2021 and the Visual Arts Bursary Award 2020. For 
further information see: www.alicerekab.com

Online Screening
The Night of Counting the Years (1969) by Shadi Abdel 
Salam. From Thursday 7 July until 21 July 2022.

Student Forum Tour
Led by Student Forum member Rachel Heavey. Thursday 
14 July 2022 at 6pm.

Writer Response
Curator and writer Diana Bamimeke responding to Éireann 
and I’s work. From Thursday 28 July 2022.

Tour
Led by community organiser and poet Rema Hamid 
exploring Alice Rekab’s exhibition. Thursday 18 August 
2022 at 6pm.

Writer Response
Curator and writer Cairo Clarke responding to Alice 
Rekab’s work. From Thursday 25 August 2022.

Curator’s Tour
The Archive in Contemporary Art with our Learning and 
Engagement Curator, Fernando Sánchez-Migallón Cano. 
Thursday 1 September 2022 at 6pm.

Workshop
Race, place and belonging: food and heritage. Led by 
Éireann and I, this event is open to migrants and ethnic 
minorities exclusively. Saturday 3 September 2022, 5pm to 
8pm.

Tour
Led by curator and writer Diana Bamimeke exploring Alice 
Rekab’s exhibition. Thursday 15 September 2022 at 6pm.

Symposium
Black Irish Contemporary Cultural Production and Social 
Processes. Friday 23 September 2022.

Performance + Artist Talk
As part of our Culture Night 2022 Programme, Alice 
Rekab will present a new live performance followed by 
a conversation with our Director and exhibition curator 
Georgina Jackson. Friday 23 September 2022.

Booking is required for some events. For 
further details and to sign up to our mailing list 
please visit our website.
 
www.thedouglashyde.ie

Associated Events

Opening Hours
 
We are now open on Sundays from 12pm to 5pm! We are also open Wednesday to Saturday from 12pm to 
5pm and Thursdays from 12pm to 6pm.

The Douglas Hyde Gallery is proudly supported by the 
Arts Council, An Chomhairle Ealaíon, and Trinity College, Dublin. 


