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Bassam Al-Sabah
IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO 
ALONE! TAKE THIS
2 December 2022 - 5 March 2023

The Douglas Hyde is delighted to present a commissioned solo exhibition by 
artist Bassam Al-Sabah titled IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO ALONE! TAKE THIS.

In IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO ALONE! TAKE THIS, Al-
Sabah transforms the gallery into a fantasy dreamscape 
embracing the shape-shifting potential of computer-
animated worlds with a series of new sculptural works 
and a new CGI film at its centre. Al-Sabah builds a world 
in which selfhood and queer possibility intersect, where 
multiple intersectional “glitches” occur within the body, 
gender, and within internal and external worlds and ever-
present technology. These glitches, or forms of discontent 
and unravelling, push and challenge preconceived 
narratives and habitual perceptions of masculinity, taking 
viewers through a spellbinding journey of metamorphosis 
and fluidity.

The title piece of IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO ALONE! 
TAKE THIS is an ambitious 30-minute-long CGI film 
featuring ever-changing cinematic sequences from an 
imaginary video game which follows the ambiguous “hero” 
undergoing numerous metamorphoses. Combining fantasy, 
erotica and body horror, the film unravels and challenges 
the amped-up constructed masculinity that video game 
avatars embody as well as the associated idealistic 
connotations of progress, growth and transformation. 
Here external worlds merge with internal ones, the body’s 
selfhood untangles from surface and emotions flood in 
technicolour form.

Within the gallery a previous film work, I AM ERROR, 2021, 
charts the same hero’s altering form through different 
worlds and encounters, but here it is fractured, broken into 
multiple segments or echoes, playing out in repetition on 
monitors on the gallery floor. The titles of both of these film 
works are taken from the popular video game The Legends 
of Zelda, an action-adventure format which follows a 

courageous young man, Link, and the magical Princess 
Zelda, fighting to save a magical land in a vividly realised 
world. Al-Sabah’s titles IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO ALONE! 
TAKE THIS and I AM ERROR disentangle assumptions and 
longstanding narratives, bringing forth fluidity and queer 
possibility.

The visual flooding that occurs in both films is echoed in 
a series of 3D-rendered sculptures presented throughout 
the gallery populating this dreamscape. Larger-than-
life iridescent flies sit on the ground and walls, giant 
Styrofoam bodily parts lie alongside amorphous semi-
representational shapes and sprouting and/or perishing 
flowers. The sculptures are familiar, yet deliberately 
glitched and unreal, anchoring the dreamscape to the 
space and reality via their familiarity, but inducing, at 
the same time, a sense of disembodiment due to their 
artificiality and “imperfections”.

Al-Sabah’s hyper-synthetic glitched aesthetic is at times 
seductive but often disconcerting and eerie, creating 
unique worlds of subtle storytelling full of visual and 
conceptual juxtapositions. Across the film and sculptures, 
the viewer experiences scenes of destruction and 
decay against scenes of resilience and rebirth. These 
juxtapositions offer Al-Sabah a platform to explore themes 
of identity, social binaries and norms. Rather than just 
embracing the potential of computer-animated worlds, 
Al-Sabah challenges it by inverting their “logic” and 
questioning their highly politicised and constructed nature. 

The world created by Al-Sabah is a gateway to engage, 
reflect and imagine new ways of looking and thinking 
about how we live and experience the digital and real 
world.

The exhibition was commissioned by The Douglas Hyde and is supported 
by The Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon through a Project Award and 
Fingal County Council through a Bursary Award.
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Bassam Al-Sabah
List of Works

Entrance

1. You are in heaven but suddenly everything begins to 
burn, 2022, includes: I AM ERROR, 2021, CGI film, CNC cut 
Styrofoam, 3D printed sculptures, CRT monitors x 3,
dimensions variable.

Main Level 

2. Reaching your wandering to my eye; Hold me to the 
pulse of your thumb, 2022, CNC cut Styrofoam, 3D printed 
sculptures, beadings, dimensions variable.

3. How are you supposed to grow soft? When everything 
around you has become relentless, 2022, CNC cut 
Styrofoam, 3D printed sculpture, aluminium, dimensions 
variable.

4. Find me among the rubble, 2022, CNC cut Styrofoam, 
3D printed sculptures, dimensions variable. 

5. IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO ALONE! TAKE THIS!, 2022,  
CGI film, 30 mins.

6. Across the dawn I perceived the light’s assault, 2022, 
CNC cut Styrofoam, 3D printed sculptures, aluminium, 
dimensions variable. 

7. glitter and sweat: my heart will beat with the twinkling 
sun, 2022, CNC cut Styrofoam, 3D printed sculptures, 
aluminium, dimensions variable. 

8. SINSTASIS, 2022, and FLIES, 2022, CGI films, 3D printed 
sculptures, beadings, CRT monitors, beadings, dimensions 
variable.

9. A scream floats among the flowers, a thing of beauty in 
the fire, 2022, CNC cut Styrofoam, 3D printed sculptures, 
plaster, aluminium, dimensions variable.
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Jennifer Mehigan  
Nightbloom Chokehold
The Douglas Hyde is delighted to present a commissioned solo exhibition by 
artist Jennifer Mehigan titled Nightbloom Chokehold.

Working across 3D modelling, sculpture, film, painting, 
scent, parties, and flower farming, Mehigan explores 
queerness and femininity across multiple spaces from 
fictional to historical and virtual to real.

Jennifer Mehigan uses the gallery space in its multiplicity, 
bringing forth ideas of fields, graveyards, historical 
landscape painting and fantasy. Nightbloom Chokehold 
explores flatness, alluding to surveillance, the screen as 
frame and persistent image economies. Through the use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), 3D software and poetry, she has 
created sculptures and digital paintings that occupy the 
gallery space and explore the limitations of the digital realm 
focusing on how it misunderstands and misrepresents 
queerness and femininity.

Based on ongoing research into women post-Famine who 
rendered themselves invisible and unknowable, Nightbloom 
Chokehold juxtaposes legible images (familiar flying 
horses and AI-generated family portraits) in sculptural 
form alongside illegible images created by inserting 
poetry and perfume descriptions into text-to-image 
generators. Cross-pollinating ideas of femininity and the 
economy of contemporary images results in feral or surreal 
arrangements that lean on erotically charged scenes that 
illustrate an array of power dynamics.

Mehigan’s mining of the digital realm and the use of 
existing archives results in strange visual patterns that 
unfurl and simultaneously restrict.  Default software 
interfaces, the pervasiveness of ‘supremacy culture,’ 
and materials from agricultural fields rub up against the 
assumptions and mistranslations of AI’s visual cortex, 
cultivating intimacy between women, animals, plants, and 
the senses.

This exhibition is part of the ongoing series of solo 
exhibitions under the title The Artist’s Eye which asks 
those exhibiting in Gallery 1 to invite an artist of influence 
to present work in Gallery 2. Acknowledging the crucial 
role artists play in influencing and shaping other artistic 
practices, in this instalment Bassam Al-Sabah has invited 
artist and frequent collaborator Jennifer Mehigan.

Jennifer Mehigan would like to thank collaborator and 
poet Mai Ivfjäll for their contribution in the making of this 
work. Further info on Ivfjäll here: weephole.com 

List of Works 

1. mother*daughter%special, 2022, Stainless steel engraved 
locket.

2. black bat + tiger flower essence, 2022, Inkjet on canvas, 
120x180cm.

3. consolatrix, 2022, Inkjet and mica pigment on canvas, 
30x45cm.

4. powerscourt @fter dark, 2022, Inkjet on 5mm foamcore 
and soft wood.

5. foaling, 2022, Inkjet on 5mm foamcore.

6. corn {hybrid} + sea lavender, 2022, Found objects.

7. garden-of-the-ecological-niche.tiff, 2022, Inkjet on satin, 
120x180cm.

8. coco de mer, 2022, Inkjet on canvas, 20x30cm.

9. maraschino cherry hell, 2022, Inkjet on satin, 120x180cm.
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Artist Bios
Bassam Al-Sabah works across digital animation, painting, sculpture and textiles creating visions of resistance, 
transformation and queer possibility. He completed a BA in Visual Art Practice from Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design 
and Technology in 2016. Recent solo exhibitions include: I AM ERROR, Gasworks, London (2021), and De La Warr Pavilion, 
Sussex (2022); Dissolving Beyond The Worm Moon, Solstice Arts Centre, Navan (2019); and Illusions of Love Dyed by 
Sunset, The LAB, Dublin (2018). Recent group exhibitions include Queer Embodiment and Social Fabric at the Irish Museum 
of Modern Art (2021-2022), The Dock, Carrick-on-Shannon (2021) and Golden Thread Gallery, Belfast (2020). Recent 
screenings include the Barbican, London (2022), Transmediale, Berlin (2021), EX-IS, South Korea (2021) and Jeu de Paume, 
Paris (2021). His work is part of collections in IMMA, the Arts Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council. In 2021 
he received the Golden Fleece Award and he is currently a studio member at Temple Bar Gallery + Studios. Al-Sabah lives 
and works in Belfast and Dublin.

Jennifer Mehigan is an artist and researcher. Initially trained in graphic design, her work spans multiple disciplines, merging 
3D modelling, sculpture, film-making, painting, scent, text, parties, floristry and flower farming. Mehigan regularly creates 
work in collaboration with Bassam Al-Sabah. Recent exhibitions include: Speech Sounds, curated by Iarlaith Ni Fhearois, 
VISUAL, Carlow (2022); Creamatorium 2, Transmediale, Silent Green, Berlin (2021); Creamatorium, PSSquared, Belfast 
(2020). She is based between Limerick and Belfast.

Tour
Led by artist and educator Jane Fogarty.
Thursday 12 January, 6pm.
 
Response Series
Poet Anna Walsh responding to Jennifer 
Mehigan’s work.
Thursday 26 January.
 
Tactile Visit
Led by artist Clare McLaughlin as part of the 
Seen-Unseen Project. This visit is for and with 
people who are visually impaired.
Friday 27 January, 2:30pm.
 
Artist Talk
Bassam Al-Sabah in conversation with Georgina 
Jackson.
Thursday 9 February, 7pm.

Student Forum Tour
Led by one of our Student Forum Members.
Thursday 23 February, 6pm.
 
Talk
Led by artist Kian Benson Bailes, 
Thursday 2 March, 6pm.

Booking is required for some events. For 
further details and to sign up to our mailing list 
please visit our website.
 
www.thedouglashyde.ie

Associated Events

Opening Hours
 
The gallery is open Wednesday – Sunday, 12-5 and Thursdays, 12-6. Admission is free and all are 
welcome.

The Douglas Hyde Gallery is proudly supported by the 
Arts Council, An Chomhairle Ealaíon, and Trinity College, Dublin. 


