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Spring fever: art from McEntee collection 
launches a busy new auction season

Events
calendar

Coming under the 
hammer at Whyte’s 
Irish & International 
Art auction on March 

6 is an impressive late work 
by Stephen McKenna titled 
Marmara Dawn dated 2009. 

The atmospheric work with 
views across red roof tops 
towards the Marmara Sea is 
punctuated by an imposing 
minaret and lighthouse, with 
the warmth of the rising sun 
on the eastern horizon. It is 
a quintessential McKenna, 
highly individual and intrigu-
ing, it also demonstrates his 
excellent draughtsmanship. 

Often described as a paint-
er’s painter, McKenna was 
born in London in 1939 and 
was a student at the Slade 
School of Art, London which 
has been at the forefront on 
development in contempo-
rary art for over a century. 
After extensive travels across 
Europe, having spent periods 

in Italy, Belgium and Germa-
ny, he made Ireland his home 
until his death in 2017. 

He said in 1980: “Painting 
is the art of decoration and 
representation – of making 
images of ourselves and the 

world surrounding us, and 
making them visible to the 
sense and intelligence of oth-
ers. It’s not a strict definition… 
but it should serve as a starting 
point”. 

McKenna was recently 

the subject of an exhibition 
of his rarely seen works from 
the early 1960s at the Kerlin 
Gallery. It shone a new light 
on this skilled artist who was 
shortlisted for the Turner 
Prize, exhibited at Documenta 
7, Los Angeles County Mu-
seum, Smithsonian Institute 
and the Hayward Gallery, 
London to name a few insti-
tutions.

The painting is estimated at 
€15,000-€20,000 and will be 
offered by Whyte’s on March 
6. See: whytes.ie.

Rising sun lights up atmospheric 
work by Stephen McKenna

✽  February 22: Auction of Fine 
Jewellery, Watches, Silver & 
Coins at O’Reilly’s, Dublin; see: 
oreillysfineart.com
✽  Ending February 23:
Warehouse Auction at Adam’s, 
Dublin; see: adams.ie
✽  From February 25: Pastel 
Revealed at the National Gal-
lery, Dublin; see: 
nationalgallery.ie
✽  Ending February 26: Classic 
& Contemporary Interior 
Timed Online Auction at Mul-
len’s, Bray; see: 
mullenslaurelpark.com
✽  Until March 3: Alan Phelan: 
Happiness Engineering at the 
Molesworth Gallery, Dublin; 
see: molesworthgallery.com
✽  Until March 16: The Ice Se-
ries by Stephen Forbes at the 
Merchant Hotel, Belfast; see: 
Gormleys.ie

Bassam Al-Sabah 
works across digital 
animation, painting, 
sculpture and textiles 

creating visions of resistance, 
transformation and queer 
possibility. He completed a BA 
in visual art practice from Dún 
Laoghaire Institute of Art, De-
sign and Technology (IADT) 
in 2016.

His current solo exhibition, 
‘IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO 
ALONE! TAKE THIS’, at the 
Douglas Hyde Gallery runs 
until March 5. 

The gallery describes 
his work as transforming 
the space into “a fantasy 
dreamscape embracing the 
shape-shifting potential of 
computer-animated worlds 
with a series of new sculptural 
works and a new CGI film at 
its centre. 

Al-Sabah builds a world 
where multiple intersec-
tional ‘glitches’ occur within 
the body, gender, and within 
internal and external worlds 
and ever-present technology” 
to “challenge preconceived 
narratives and habitual per-
ceptions of masculinity”.

How did your artistic 
journey begin?
I have always been interest-
ed in drawing and making 
things, but really it began 
when I studied art at IADT. 
Then I was able to explore 
many different mediums 
and was exposed to so 
many different types of art 
practice.

What do you want your 
audience to feel when 
looking at your work?
I would love for the audi-
ence to connect with the 
emotions in the work, and 
even place themselves in 
the characters’ work.

Artists who have influenced 
me
My friends whose work 
ethic and commitment to 
trying new things inspires 
me to take risks.

What is your favourite piece 
of music when you need 
inspiration?
I always seem to come back 
to an album called Snow-

flakes are Dancing by Isao 
Tomita.

I have a collection of
I have a growing collection 

of cabbage majolica ce-
ramics that I have collected 
from eBay and various 
charity shops.

An artist whose work I 
would collect if I could
Anything by William McKe-
own; I have always loved his 
paintings and drawings.

In another life I would have 
been . . .
I always thought I would 
become a writer, and in that 
other life I would be writing 
a fantasy epic.

A place that means a lot to me
Anywhere where I am sur-
rounded by trees with no 
phone signal tends to be my 
favourite.

A place I’d like to visit 
I want to go to Japan and 
Korea and travel around 
each, trying as much food 
as I can.

The best piece of advice I 
ever received
To remember to enjoy the 
process even when you’re 
under pressure.

See: bassamalsabah.com

Meet the artist: Bassam Al-Sabah

Bassam’s current solo exhibition, ‘IT’S DANGEROUS TO GO 
ALONE! TAKE THIS’, is at the Douglas Hyde Gallery

Bassam Al-Sabah works across digital animation, painting, sculpture and textiles

T
he busy spring 
auction season 
starts in earnest 
on March 1 with 
Adam’s sale of 
Important Irish 

Art. 
The 174-lot auction presents 

over two centuries of out-
standing Irish art. It includes 
works from the collection of 
Patrick McEntee SC, such as 
Lot 5: Edward McGuire’s por-
trait of Brian Fallon from 1983 
(€6,000-€8,000). 

Aidan Dunne in his cata-
logue entry notes says that the 
renowned defence barrister 
was for a significant period 
one of a small number of 
committed supporters of the 
artist; Brian Fallon, the subject 
of the painting, wrote that in 
his opinion, “McGuire was 
possibly the finest portrait 

painter of his generation, 
and was possibly the finest 
portraitist since John Butler 
Yeats.” 

Lot 15 is an elegant mono-
chromatic composition by 
William Scott titled Still Life 
Forms. Of Northern Irish 
roots, Scott is today consid-
ered one of the giants of mod-
ern British art. The work being 
offered is dated to 1969. Its 
subtle variations of white and 
paler tones contrast sharply 
against two black objects, giv-
ing us a resolved and intimate 
composition masterfully exe-
cuted in gouache (€20,000-
€30,000). 

Lot 25 titled Cottages by 
the Lake, Outer Killary, 
Connemara is by Paul Hen-
ry, arguably one of the most 
sought-after Irish artists of 
the last century. It comes to 

the market for the first time 
in 45 years since last being 
sold by Adam’s in 1977. 
The scene of the two 
thatched cottages, 
stacked turf, moun-
tains and billowing 
clouds has a great 
vitality and fresh-
ness. It is also not-
ed in the catalogue 
that art historian Dr 
SB Kennedy, despite 
the title inscribed on 
the reverse, believes 
the scene could well be 
in Connemara or Co Kerry 
(€120,000-€150,000).

Another Henry in the sale 
is Lot 27 by Grace Henry ti-
tled St Brigid of the Wells. A 
dynamic oil on canvas de-
picting St Brigid with robes 
flowing, her right hand 
raised and what appear to be 
white lilies in the foreground, 
ushering in spring. There is a 
number of holy wells around 
the country dedicated to the 
saint that are still places of 
pilgrimage in and around her 
feast day, offering healing and 
fertility (€4,000-€6,000). 

One of many gems in the 
sale is Lot 29, The Ring Mas-
ter and the Clown by Jack B 
Yeats. The watercolour, dat-
ed to 1909, with Waddington 
Gallery provenance is worthy 
of attention.

Yeats was a master of draw-
ing and cartoons and, as Yeats 
scholar Hilary Pyle says, “it 
was through the comedy of 
the infinite number of car-
toons he published that he 
first earned his reputation”. 

The work on paper contains 
mischief and fun, with the 
serious ringmaster proceed-
ing with great solemnity and 
the comical clown standing 
behind rolling his eyes. The 

eyes are also drawn to the two 
standing figures on the right, 
who you feel are saying: 

“We’ve seen this before!” 
The guide is €15,000-
€20,000.

The sale includes sev-
eral pieces of sculpture 
including Lot 44, Dai-
sy by Rowan Gillespie 
(€10,000-€15,000). 
The bronze from 1982 
is from a series of works 

conceived by the artist 
in response to two of the 

main issues of the time: the 
threat of nuclear war and the 
depletion of the ozone layer. 
The catalogue entry by Gilles-

pie notes: “The con-
cept of three figures 
working together in 
a bid to achieve the 

impossible is a recur-
ring theme that I later used in 
The Blackrock Dolmen and 
Solan’s Law. It was my first 
sculpture to receive any kind 
of publicity and led to my very 
first, extremely nervous, tele-
vision appearance.”

There are two exquisite 
works on paper from the 
McEntee collection worthy 
of attention. First, Lot 49 by 
Evie Hone, a cubist compo-
sition titled Le Figaro, signed 
and dated 1924. Undoubtedly 
influenced from her time in 
Paris studying under André 

Lhote and Albert Gleizes, and 
the seminal cubist works of 
both Picasso and Braque 
which also featured in Le 
Figaro some ten years earlier 
(€600-€800). 

The second work is Lot 94, 
Self Portrait as a Cod, by Ca-
mille Souter. Some may be 
familiar with this work as it 
features on the cover of Gar-
rett Cormican’s book on the 
artist’s The Mirror in the Sea. 

The mixed media on paper, 
which measures a mere 9cm x 
10cm, just shines. In the book 
the author writes about the 
work: “In a most peculiar way, 
nobody could possibly have 
created a better likeness. The 
eye that addresses the viewer 
is unquestionably that of the 
artist,” (€800-€1,200).

I am finishing my tour of 
the sale with a colourful and 
engaging painting titled Ital-
ian Townscape with Viaduct 
by Philip Castle, who was 
commissioned by Stanley 
Kubrick to design the icon-
ic advertising posters for A 
Clockwork Orange and Full 
Metal Jacket. 

Lot 142 is estimated at 
€1,200-€1,600.

Important Irish Art, March 1, 
6pm. Viewing takes place from 
February 24 to March 1 at Adam’s, 
St Stephen’s Green. See: adams.ie

Adam’s sale of Important Irish Art 
on March 1 kicks off the period 
with more than two centuries of 
exceptional Irish treasures

Still Life Forms by William Scott (€20,000-€30,000)The Ring Master and the Clown by Jack B Yeats (€15,000-€20,000)

Marmara Dawn by Stephen McKenna (€15,000-€20,000); 
inset: Stephen McKenna (1939-2017

Portrait of Brain Fallon by Edward McGuire (€6,000-€8,000)

Self Portrait as a Cod by Camile Souter (€800-€1,200)

Le Figaro by Evie Hone (€600-€800)

Daisy by Rowan Gillespie 
(€10,000-€15,000)

Lot 15
William Scott RA (1913 - 1989)

Equiries:
James O’Halloran
J.ohalloran@adams.ie
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Important Irish Art Auction
Wednesday 1st March at 6PM

ADAM’S

Est.1887

26 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2.
+353 1 676 0261
info@adams.ie | www.adams.ie


