


The Douglas Hyde
Located in the heart of Dublin within the grounds of Trinity College, 
The Douglas Hyde Gallery of Contemporary Art is a unique space 
to see and learn about contemporary art. 

Founded in 1978 by Trinity College Dublin and the Arts Council, it 
was the first university gallery and first exhibition space dedicated 
to contemporary art in Ireland. Our vision is to be the leading 
platform for thought-provoking contemporary art in Ireland.

The space offers a unique venue for private events or showcases. 
Designed in 1978 by ABK Architects, the Gallery is known for its 
impressive Brutalist architecture, as well as its innovative 
contemporary art exhibitions that include painting, large scale film 
and sculptural installations. 

The space itself is versatile, including four public areas over two 
levels, each one flowing into the next. The entrance level offers 
sweeping balcony views of Gallery 1, while the unadorned polished 
concrete floors and painted white walls can provide either a blank 
canvas or a neutral backdrop for your event. 



The Gallery is available to hire throughout the year, depending on 
changeover of exhibitions. There are four public areas, as well as 
two ‘behind-the-scenes’ spaces to enable the smooth and discreet 
running of your event. 

Foyer and Balcony
The main Gallery entrance is located at the Nassau Street entrance 
to Trinity College, a perfect city centre location. Entrance is via 
double doors and leads onto a foyer and balcony area overlooking 
the high-ceilinged Gallery 1 space (opposite). This initial entrance 
space is perfect for small drinks receptions, and activities like 
conference accreditation or coat checking.

Gallery 1, Main Space
The entrance foyer and balcony on the ground level lead naturally to 
Gallery 1 below, via a concrete and iron cantilevered staircase that 
offers sweeping views of the gallery as you descend. With a floor 
space of approximately 120 metres squared and a ceiling height of 
5.28 metres, Gallery 1 can accommodate events of all different 
shapes and sizes, from large public talks, to dinners, to conferences 
with separate breakout and demo areas.
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Brown Thomas Fashion Show, 2019



Gallery 1, Lower Level
A few steps down from the main space in Gallery 1 is a sunken area that 
can be used as an extension of the main space, or to accommodate 
separate activities. The area can easily be separated from the main 
gallery with tables or other dividers to offer extra organisational space for 
your event team.

Gallery 2 
The award-winning Gallery 2 space is a versatile room with ceiling-
height wooden entrance doors that can be left entirely or partly open. 
This space can be self-contained, with its own lighting and sound 
arrangements, or can act as an extension to events in the main space. 
Gallery 2 can also be used as a private space and lends itself well to 
being used as a dressing room or other preparation area. 

Spiral Staircase and Alcove
There is an enclosed spiral staircase leading off the entrance foyer that 
connects to the lower levels and can be reserved for use by event staff. 
An alcove at the bottom of this spiral staircase can be used for storage or 
as a drinks station. This alcove is also the wheelchair access point to the 
lower ground level of the Gallery from Trinity Arts Block.
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Specifications
Total capacity
Seated: 120 
Standing: 300

Floor Space 
Gallery 1: 120m2 
Gallery 2: 24m2 

The entire Gallery is available for private hire throughout 
the year between programmed exhibitions. 

During programmed exhibitions, the Gallery is available 
for small, bespoke events that fall outside the Gallery’s 
usual opening hours. The Gallery is closed to the public 
on Monday and Tuesdays. During exhibitions, the Gallery 
is open to the public Wednesday – Sunday, 12 – 5pm, and 
until 6pm on Thursdays. 

If you would like to organise your event around a 
programmed exhibition, get in touch! We would be 
delighted to discuss the possibility of guided tours of the 
work to add to your guests’ experience.



I have really enjoyed working with The Douglas Hyde and the wonderful, 
dedicated team on a number of fashion events. As an internationally 
renowned art gallery within the historical grounds of Trinity, the DHG 
offers prestigious positioning for bespoke fashion activity. The iconic 
architecture is a beautiful, minimal backdrop for multiple activations and 
the city centre location makes it a desirable location for delivering 
audience events. 

The team are always open to working with the varying needs of different 
bookings, facilitating talent on photoshoots or creative teams for fashion 
presentation. Their care and creative input always enhance a concept, 
making it a wonderful collaborative relationship from the initial site visit! I 
look forward to the next opportunity to work with the DHG.

Aisling Farinella, Stylist and Creative Director

Who we’ve worked with
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The Douglas Hyde Gallery was the perfect location for a drinks 
party to celebrate a special event. The staff could not have been 
more accommodating or helpful, from the initial planning to 
ensuring everything went according to plan on the evening. It’s 
a fun, smart venue in the centre of the city with a unique vibe 
and story. 

Louise Reilly, Senior Counsel (SC). 
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We would love to talk to you about hosting 
your event here at The Douglas Hyde and 
to look at available dates. Get in touch!

Talk to us!

CONTACT: 

Rachel McIntyre
Gallery Manager
+353 1 896 1116
rachel.mcintyre@tcd.ie


